The sum of chlorinated and of brominated non-polar hydrocarbons in water.
It is proposed to use chlorine as a common parameter in the study of the non-polar chlorinated hydrocarbons in the aquatic environment. Also the ratio of the sum of chlorine to bromine may be useful indicator of pollution by such compounds. Detector of chlorine and of bromine in this form is based on neutron activation analysis. Further information on the nature of organochlorine material is obtained by studying variations in the chlorine content with chemical and physical manipulations. Simultaneous determination of known organochlorine micropollutants allows the level of unidentified chlorinated hydrocarbons to be assessed. In samples of fresh- and sea-water so far analyzed, the total content of non-polar organic bound chlorine exceeds that which can be accounted for as polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB) by a factor of 10 to 100.